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CANADA — U. S. JOINT MARINE CONTINGENCY PLAN
GREAT LAKES ANNEX (“CANUSLAK”)

1972 GLWQA signing by President Richard Nixon and Prime Minister Pierre Trudeau

e 1909 - Boundary Waters Treaty — International Joint Commission
e 1972 - Great Lakes Water Quality Agreement (GLWQA) — including CANUSLAK

e 1983 - Four coverage areas added: Beaufort Sea (CANUSARCTIC), Dixon
Entrance (CANUSDIX), Pacific Coast (CANUSPAC), Atlantic Coast (CANUSLANT)

e 2013 - Updated Great Lakes Water Quality Agreement and Joint Contingency
Plan

e 2022 — Most recent versions of CANUS JCP and CANUSLAK Annex signed
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CCG Central Region

The Canadian Coast Guard — Marine Environmental and Hazards
Response is the operational arm of the Government of Canada
responsible for ensuring an appropriate response to ship-source,
oil handling facilities and mystery-source pollution incidents
in Canadian waters.
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CCG MEHR - Legal Authority

Under Part 8 of the Canada Shipping Act, 2001,
CCG MEHR Can:

= Take any measures it deems necessary to prevent,
counter, repair or minimize pollution damage.

= Monitor the measures taken by any person to
repair, remedy, minimize or prevent pollution

damage.

= |f the Pollution Response Officer considers it
necessary, direct to any person to take the measures
that the Minister considers necessary to repair,
remedy, minimize or prevent pollution damage.

= Direct a vessel to a specific place, as it dictates.

Non-compliance Consequences: Fines & imprisonment.
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Pollution Source

Canadian Garde cétigre
Coast Guard  canadienne

Roles & Responsibillities

Ship source

Land based
Federal Facllity
Mystery in marine
International
OHF

Offshore Platform

222222

Lead Agency

Canadian Coast Guard
Province

Environment Canada
Canadian Coast Guard
Canadian Coast Guard
CCG/ECCC/Province

Canada Energy Regulator
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International
Coordinating Officer
(1ICO)

e Key construct to achieve
coordinated response

e Typically CCG Senior
Response Officer or
USCG DRAT or RDH

e Essentially a deputy
incident commander or
team imbedded in
supported nation’s ICP

e Similarities to AREP or
LOFR, but also have
decision and resource
authority

 Knowledge of other
nation’s pollution
response regime, AOR

e USCG D9 PQS
established
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Case example: 2015 Barge ARGO response

e Legacy (1930s) sunken barge
w/cargo of benzol & crude oil

 USCG-led federalized response in
western Lake Erie near border

e CCG formed ICO team, deployed to
USCG ICP in Toledo, Ohio

e |CO team coordinated common
operating picture (COP),
trajectories, protection strategies,
overflights & public affairs

e Highy successful, coordinated
response
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Case example: 2019 grounding response

e (QOctober 7, 2019 - St.
Lawrence Seaway

730’ bulk carrier (cargo:
taconite) ran aground in St.
Lawrence River

Hard/rocky river bottom

Vessel in U. S. waters, but just
yards from Canadian waters

Damage to forepeak; fuel
tanks intact

Restricted navigational traffic

Potential of 86,000 gallons
fuel oil

ICO employed; CCG, USCG,
Transport Canada, SLS
Management & Development
Corps., tribal/first nations
engaged
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Case example: 2019 fire response

e December 16, 2019 — Detroit River
e 641’ bulk carrier (cargo: canola grain)
experienced engine room fire while
underway in Detroit River

* |ncident commenced in U. S. waters,
but transitioned to Canadian waters

e Complete loss of power; fire reflash;
anchored then towed to mooring in
Windsor, Ontario

e Restricted navigational traffic

e Potential of 205 tons IF 80, 60 tons
marine diesel, 4,000 liters of lube oil

e |CO employed to CCG/TCMS at Port
of Windsor; CCG, USCG, Transport
Canada, ECRC, Port of Windsor
engaged

e Lightering completed on December
23, 2019
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Case example: 2023 fire response

23 May: M/V CUYAHOGA (CA) suffered
an engine room fire in Lake Erie /
initial firefighting unsuccessful / crew
of 20 prepared to abandon ship.

Canadian JRCC Trenton requested
USCG assistance / Sector and AIRSTA
Detroit & STA Marblehead responded.

M/V CUYAHOGA secured ventilation &
eventually extinguished fire /
anchored in Canadian waters.

USCG D9, Sector Detroit & CG SERT
provided advice & assistance for
emergency tow to CCG under
CANUSLAK.

CCG + D9’s CANUSLAK International
Coordinating Officer (ICO) team
provided tech review of salvage & tow
plans, monitored until safe arrival in
US port.

9 June: M/V CUYAHOGA completed
second tow to facility in US waters to
effect permanent repairs.
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