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Great Lakes St. 
Lawrence Governors 

& Premiers
Over 40 years of collaboration among the 
region’s chief executives:

Growing the region’s US$6 trillion economy and 
protecting the world’s greatest freshwater 
system.

Gretchen Whitmer, Chair,  Michigan Governor
Mike DeWine Vice Chair, Ohio Governor
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National Awards
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Climate Award

https://www.rrisc.org/
https://nasbite.org/
https://www.cforbesinc.com/united-states-secret-service-presidential-protective-division-medallion-back/
https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https://www.transportation.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/03/aashto-logo-01.png&imgrefurl=https://www.transportation.org/&docid=mb5ckfge8hzOLM&tbnid=inhfAE8xdcrugM:&vet=10ahUKEwir8YvjxPTlAhUDEqwKHcwIC9EQMwhbKAAwAA..i&w=284&h=104&bih=604&biw=1200&q=aashto%20logo&ved=0ahUKEwir8YvjxPTlAhUDEqwKHcwIC9EQMwhbKAAwAA&iact=mrc&uact=8
https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https://www.transportation.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/03/aashto-logo-01.png&imgrefurl=https://www.transportation.org/&docid=mb5ckfge8hzOLM&tbnid=inhfAE8xdcrugM:&vet=10ahUKEwir8YvjxPTlAhUDEqwKHcwIC9EQMwhbKAAwAA..i&w=284&h=104&bih=604&biw=1200&q=aashto%20logo&ved=0ahUKEwir8YvjxPTlAhUDEqwKHcwIC9EQMwhbKAAwAA&iact=mrc&uact=8
https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https://www.hscripts.com/freeimages/logos/governmental/aashto-logo/aashto-logo-256.gif&imgrefurl=https://www.hscripts.com/freeimages/logos/governmental/aashto-logo.php&docid=yU0XtI5Jfh8vrM&tbnid=LHhg_IlkHMXYJM:&vet=10ahUKEwir8YvjxPTlAhUDEqwKHcwIC9EQMwhnKAwwDA..i&w=256&h=271&bih=604&biw=1200&q=aashto%20logo&ved=0ahUKEwir8YvjxPTlAhUDEqwKHcwIC9EQMwhnKAwwDA&iact=mrc&uact=8
https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https://www.hscripts.com/freeimages/logos/governmental/aashto-logo/aashto-logo-256.gif&imgrefurl=https://www.hscripts.com/freeimages/logos/governmental/aashto-logo.php&docid=yU0XtI5Jfh8vrM&tbnid=LHhg_IlkHMXYJM:&vet=10ahUKEwir8YvjxPTlAhUDEqwKHcwIC9EQMwhnKAwwDA..i&w=256&h=271&bih=604&biw=1200&q=aashto%20logo&ved=0ahUKEwir8YvjxPTlAhUDEqwKHcwIC9EQMwhnKAwwDA&iact=mrc&uact=8


Growing the region’s economy 
and protecting the world’s 
greatest freshwater system

Protection and Restoration

Water Management

Aquatic Invasive Species

Trees Initiative

International Trade

Tourism

Maritime 

100% Fish



• 16 offices worldwide 
covering over 135 countries 

• Helping over 1,000 
companies each year

• Three missions planned for 
FY26. 

• Over 725 companies 
participated in 41 trade 
missions since 2004

• Webinar seriesRegional Maritime Strategy

International Trade and Investment Promotion



Tourism
o Tens of millions of tourists visit the Great Lakes St. 

Lawrence region each year.

o Tourism helps drive economic growth, creates jobs 
and showcases our region’s diverse attractions to 
visitors. 

o The Great Lakes St. Lawrence Governors & Premiers 
are committed to growing this important part of the 
regional economy and to attracting even more 
tourists to the region.

o Two complementary programs target different 
tourist markets:

o Cruise the Great Lakes
o Great Lakes USA



100% Great Lakes Fish 

Funders:  



The Icelandic Model
Driving a New Fish Economy

Cod biomass utilization increase from 
40% to more than 90% 

New high-value byproducts such as skin 
and collagen that are processed into a 
variety of food and non-food products

A cod that used to generate US$12 for 
filets now generates a remarkable 
US$5000 per fish in expanded value!  

Model now being applied globally  





Restoration and 
Protection

Progress

o Developed a comprehensive restoration 
strategy through the Great Lakes Regional 
Collaboration, which united the region’s 
Governors, members of Congress, the 
Administration, Mayors, Tribal leaders and 
more than 1500 stakeholders.

o Secured nearly $4 billion in new federal 
funding provided to implement the 
restoration strategy and tackle some of the 
region’s costliest challenges



Water Management o Created the Great Lakes Compact, which ensures that our 
waters are used sustainably and remain at healthy levels.

o Bans new diversions of water from the Basin but limited 
exceptions when rigorous standards are met. 

o Put in place a regional structure to promote water 
conservation and efficiency.  



• Good-faith agreement among the Great Lakes 
Governors and Premiers

•  Created Regional Body

•  State and Provincial 
          implementation 

Great Lakes – St. Lawrence River Basin Sustainable 
Water Resources Agreement of 2005

o  Provincial action

o  Interstate Compact



Great Lakes Compact and Agreement

Managing Water Use Water Diversions

Water Use Efficiency & Conservation

Science and Research Water Use Reporting



Aquatic Invasive Species

o The Great Lakes and St. Lawrence Governors’ and 
Premiers’ Aquatic Invasive Species Task Force works 
to stop the introduction and spread of aquatic 
invasive species (AIS) into the Great Lakes St. 
Lawrence River Basin and protect the region’s $7 
billion fishery.

o Priorities include: 
o Taking aggressive action against high-risk AIS
o Promoting regional cooperation among AIS 

experts, fisheries experts, and law enforcement 
officials



Great Lakes St. Lawrence Region Trees Initiative

Goal to plant 250 million trees by 2033
• Support for State and Provincial tree planting 

programs.
• Building key partnerships and catalyzing high-

impact projects.
• Developing a structure to track and quantify the 

many benefits of tree planting.
• Strategies and policies to maximize benefits and 

the “return on investment.”

G R E AT  L A K E S  S T .  L A W R E N C E  T R E E S  I N I T I AT I V E



Green Events
Encourages destination stewardship and environmentally beneficial practices 
for conferences and events in the Great Lakes St. Lawrence region.
Green Events Hosts…
• Implement sustainable practices such as, eliminating single-use plastics, 

reducing paper and limiting food waste at the event.
• Make a financial contribution to the Great Lakes St. Lawrence Trees 

Initiative to support on-the-ground partners planting trees in local 
communities. 



Green Events and Partners 

G R E AT  L A K E S  S T .  L A W R E N C E  T R E E S  I N I T I AT I V E





October 4-6, 2025“An Agenda for Growth”



PETER JOHNSON 312.305.4133 PJOHNSON@GSGP.ORG GSGP.ORG

mailto:pjohnson@gsgp.org
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