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CHICAGO POPULATION
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CHICAGO SEWERS & WATER SUPPLY 1856 TO 1871
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CHICAGO 1880s

« Public water supply problems: loss of pressure and
not treated

« River grossly polluted and an offensive nuisance
« 1880, Citizen Association proposes river reversal

« 1885, August flood from the Des Plaines River
caused extensive damage

« 1886, public outrage leads to creation of the
Drainage and Water Supply Commission

« 1887, City accepts plan to build canal to reverse
river flow, state legislation introduced

« 1889, City expands and Sanitary District created
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Des Plaines River Spillway and Levee
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Letting Water into the Excavated Canal
near Kedzie Avenue on January 2, 1900
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Water Rushing over the Lockport Dam
Permanent flow reversal began January 17, 1900



Hanover Park Water
Reclamation Plant
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70% of the water passing Lockport
is water reclamation plant effluent




CALUMET-SAG CHANNEL
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CANAL BUILDING TIMELINE

« 1848 Illinois & Michigan Canal opens
« 1900 Sanitary & Ship Canal opens

« 1907 Sanitary & Ship Canal extended and North Branch
channelized

« 1916 South Branch deepened and widened

« 1917 North Shore Channel completed

« 1922 Original Calumet-Sag Channel completed

« 1933 Illinois Waterway opened, replaces I&M Canal

« 1965 Calumet-Sag Channel and Little Calumet River
widened and new lock completed

« 65 years to reach current capacity, no capacity increases
since 1965



ELIMINATING NORTH SIDE SEWER
DISCHARGES TO THE LAKE BY 1907
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Tunnels and reservoirs will capture all combined
stormwater and eliminate all overflows, except
for the few very large storms each year.
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Capacity = 430 million gallons per day

CALUMET WATER RECLAMATION PLANT




ion gallons

r, Stage 1, 3.5 bill

McCook Reservo
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McCook Reservo




McCook Reservoir, Stages 1 & 2, 10 billion gallons
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McCook Reservoir, first total fill event, February 21, 2018




STICKNEY WATER RECLAMATION PLANT



CENTENNIAL FOUNTAIN
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