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Virtual Meetings 101

 This event is being recorded. 

 The recording will be available later today at 

www.greatlakeslegislators.org

 All lines will be muted while our speaker is talking 

 To ask a question:

 Under “participants,” click “raise hand”

 Type into the “chat” pane

 Or just unmute yourself and ask a question

http://www.greatlakeslegislators.org/


Task Force on Nutrient Management Members

Illinois Rep. Tim Butler     Illinois Rep. Anna Moeller

Indiana Rep. David Abbott   Indiana Rep. Jake Teshka

Michigan Senator Curt Vanderwall Michigan Rep. Rachel Hood

Minnesota Rep. Patty Acomb    Minnesota Rep. Todd Lippert

New York Assemblyman Billy Jones New York Assemblyman Mark Walczyk

Ohio Senator Theresa Gavarone Ohio Rep. Paula Hicks-Hudson

Ohio Rep. Michael Sheehy

Ontario MPP Jennifer French

Pennsylvania Rep. Curt Sonney Pennsylvania Rep. Dan Moul

Quebec MNA Joelle Boutin

Wisconsin Senator André Jacque  Wisconsin Rep. Lisa Subeck



Agenda 
Welcome and Introductions
Wisconsin Senator Andre Jacque 
Chair, Task Force on Nutrient Management

Blue Accounting 
Great Lakes Commission maintained information service 



Speaker – Erika Jenson - GLC Interim Executive Director 
Leads GLC Aquatic Invasive Species Program 
Coordinates Great Lakes Panel on Aquatic Nuisance Species 
Supports the Invasive Mussel and Great Lakes Phragmites Collaborative 

Speaker – Nicole Zacharda - GLC Program Manager
Advisor to Birkholz Policy institute and GLLC Nutrient Task Force
Leads GLC Water Quality and Water Infrastructure Work 
Point Person for Blue Accounting 

Speaker- Eric Brown – GLC Senior Advisor for External Relations 
Works with State and Federal Policymakers and Stakeholders 



GLLC Briefing

May 21, 2021



Presentation Outline

1. Blue Accounting refresher and 
transition to GLC

2. Acting on successes and 
lessons learned from the pilot 
phase

3. The new website, key features, 
and timing of public launch

4. Discussion and Q&A



GLC-led task group develops report to 
GSGP proposing the adoption of a “Great 
Lakes Blue Accounting Process”

2014

TNC Michigan Chapter and GLC staff began 
developing and branding a proof of concept 
initiative designed to implement the Blue 
Accounting Process

2015

TNC and GLC build decision‐making and 
communications system around the five pilot 
areas and the overall initiative, including five 
pilot working groups, a steering committee 
and an external advisory committee

2015–2020

“Reflection” phase and transition to the GLC 
as a permanent public agency host

2019-2020



Reflection and 
evaluation

Stakeholder Engagement (N=176)



Pilot successes

• Strong relationships with five 
distinct work groups

• Increasing demand for Blue 
Accounting

• Bold approach led to focus on 
what matters most

• Recognition of the need to be 
brave



What is Blue Accounting?

Audience
Elected and appointed 

high-level officials

(primary focus)

Purpose
Track the region’s 

progress toward shared 
goals to inform decision-

making

Scope*
Environmental/
economic data

Policies & programs

Scale
Lake-basin

Jurisdiction

Great Lakes region 

Blue Accounting is an information service to track the region’s progress toward shared goals

*For priority issue/program areas identified by the GLC



Lessons learned

• Pilot phase
• Present the data and information 

(we think) leaders need.

• GLC’s Blue Accounting
• Present the data and information 

that leaders want and actually 
need.



High-level reorganized approach

Old site

• Navigation through 
Strategies, Investments, & 
Progress 

New Site

• Navigation by geography or 
issue

• Detailed views on Progress

• Organization of metrics 
through Overview, Explore, & 
Compare tabs



New home page



Progress reported at 
state/provincial, lake, 
or basin-wide scale 
(U.S. and Canada TBD)

Detail on how 

progress is tracked

Learn more & 

compare outcomes 

and related programs



New metric page



Example: Maritime Transportation

Goal

Increase maritime trade 
and traffic

Metric*

Cargo Tonnage Carried on 
the System

Overview

Brief discussion of what is 
measured and why it 

matters

Explore

Simple data visualizations 
to show measurements –

ideally against a target

Compare

Dig deeper to understand 
differences between 
jurisdictions’ relevant 
policies and programs

*Goals and metrics may have a one-to-many relationship





Example: Explore Tab



Compare options



Examples: 

Compare Tab



Programs to prevent AIS introduction and spread
via recreational boating

All

Click here for more information on 

strategies to prevent aquatic 

invasive species introductions 

through recreational boating.

Map Legend

Recreational Boating Prevention Program

1.8 million
watercraft inspector hours

614,750
registered boats in 2018

2.92x
number of times that watercraft inspectors 

in Wisconsin can inspect the total number 

of registered boats in the state

2,000+
public boat launches in 

Ohio

What this dashboard shows: This 

map shows the degree to which 

each Great Lakes jurisdiction 

incorporates different activities, 

regulations, and education/outreach 

tools to prevent AIS introduction 

and spread through the recreational 

boating pathway. Natural resource 

managers from each of the 

jurisdictions represented here 

participated in selecting the 20 

primary components of a 

prevention program for recreational 

boating, and jurisdictions are color-

coded based on how many of those 

components are incorporated into 

their recreational boating program. 

Information on each of the 

components and how each state 

incorporates them is available 

below. Use the dropdown menu 

above to learn more about each 

jurisdiction’s prevention program for 

recreational boating.

552,260
registered boats under 26 

feet in Ohio in 2018

<5 5-8 9-12 17-19 20

Number of primary program components 

incorporated into a jurisdiction’s 

recreational boating program (out of 20)

13-16



Lake Erie Phosphorus



By tributary…



Next Steps

January-June 2021

• Redesign platform

• Migrate ErieStat & AIS Issue 
content

July-Dec 2021

• Launch updated Drinking Water 
issue (with GLLC Task Force 
content?)

• Fundraising

• Continue content development 
and partner engagement

2022 and beyond

• Continue phasing in other Issues

• Complete integration within GLC 



Discussion



Questions?  Comments? 

 Under participants click “raise hand” and unmute your line when 
we announce your name

 Type your question in the chat pane to be read by staff or have 
staff call on you.

 Just unmute yourself and ask a question 








