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Resolution 26-2 GLLC Action on Sulfide-Ore Copper Mining
WHEREAS, the Great Lakes hold one fifth of the world's freshwater; and

WHEREAS, sulfide-ore copper mining is a type of hard rock mining, which is taking place around the
Great Lakes, including on the shores of Lake Superior in Michigan, Minnesota,
Wisconsin, and Ontario’; and

WHEREAS, the process that this mining technique uses can harm the environment and people and
species that call the Great Lakes-St. Lawrence Rivier basin home' ; and

WHEREAS, in order to access copper, mining facilities process the ore bodies where the copper is
housed, and throughout this process, these ores can transform into Technologically
Enhanced Naturally Occurring Radioactive Materials (TENORM)'; and

WHEREAS, in addition to TENORMs, sulfide-ore copper mining can pollute the land, air and water
with toxic materials such as sulfates, lead, mercury and more during the mining,
processing, and storage lifecycle"; and

WHEREAS, this type of mining can release these toxins into the air and water where the mining
takes place and where these chemicals are disposed of off-site as well"; and

WHEREAS, TENORMSs and the other toxic materials that are produced as a byproduct of this mining

can lead to higher risks cancer, kidney damage, bone loss and more*"™" ; and

WHEREAS, contaminated stamp sands from copper mines that ceased operations in the
1930s are impacting the ability of lake trout and whitefish to spawn near
Michigan’s Buffalo Reef, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, that the GLLC recognizes the negative impacts that sulfide-ore copper mining can have
on the health of the Great Lakes, the species that live in them, and the people that rely

on them; and be it further

RESOLVED, that this resolution be submitted to the appropriate state, provincial, and federal
officials.
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https://www.biologicaldiversity.org/programs/public_lands/mining/Minnesota_mining/index.html
https://www.nwf.org/%7E/media/PDFs/Regional/GreatLakes/Final%20Sulfide%20Mining%20Regulation%20in%20the%20Great%20Lakes%20Region.pdf
https://www.epa.gov/radiation/tenorm-copper-mining-and-production-wastes
https://www.sierraclub.org/wisconsin/metallic-sulfide-mining
https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC12463559/
https://www.epa.gov/toxics-release-inventory-tri-program/explore-metal-mine-reports-tri-program-text-description
https://www.sierraclub.org/wisconsin/metallic-sulfide-mining
https://www.health.state.mn.us/communities/environment/water/contaminants/radionuclides.html

